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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION  
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The Residential Design Guidelines provide a range 
of guidelines for the design of single-family and 
multi-family residential development that conveys 
community consensus about neighborhood design.  
 
As such, they provide a common basis for making 
decisions about designs that may affect the 
appearance of individual properties or the overall 
character of the City of Perris. While guidelines 
provide direction, they are not intended to be 
inflexible nor used like ordinances. Instead, they 
are to be used to promote communication about 
how design changes can blend into and enhance 
the community character of the City. While the 
guidelines may suggest methods to achieve design 
objectives, the City recognizes that there may be 
other methods and as such, are open to 
interpretation and discussion.  
 
The purpose of residential design guidelines is to 
facilitate applicants an understanding as to what 
requirements might apply to a proposed 
development and for the applicant to be able to 
design a comprehensive project that meets within 
the community neighborhood design before 
submittal. 
 
The guidelines are organized into the following 
topics: 

§  General Design Guidelines 
§ SingleðFamily Design Guidelines 
§ Multi-Family Design Guidelines 
§ Landscape Guidelines 
§ Building Design Guidelines 
§ Architectural Style Guidelines 
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a. Design building orientation to access and use 
solar energy and maximize wind direction for 
natural ventilation. 

b. Locate surface parking to the sides and rear of 
the lot with building massing oriented to the 
street, to the greatest extent possible. Provide 
parking lots with adequate auto and pedestrian-
scale lighting and security as a safety feature. 

c. The side yard and rear yard setback lines 
prevalent in the area should be respected as 
required by the Zoning Code.  

d. Encourage buildings to be sited on properties in 
such a way that the building promotes a sense 
of community and does not isolate itself from 
the remaining residential properties on the 
street.  

a. Building entries should face the street with 
pedestrian access provided from sidewalks to 
all building entries, parking areas, and publicly 
accessible open spaces, if consistent with the 
existing development pattern. For larger sites 
with multiple buildings, building entries should 
also be oriented to face internal open spaces, 
paseos, and recreation amenities. Decorative 
walls and gates should be provided to screen 
the site. 

b. Parking areas, covered and uncovered, should 
be screened from public street frontages. 
Covered parking visible from public street 
should be architecturally consistent with the 
residential buildings. Screening may be 
accomplished through building placement, 

Standard 2.1.b: Parking should be screened from public street 

frontage. 

Standard 2.1.a: Building entries should face primary street or open 

space, for consistency with existing development pattern. 

Maintaining neighborhood character and ensuring 
quality design in all residential areas strengthens 
neighborhoods. If not thoughtfully designed, new 
housing can adversely affect existing neighborhood 
character. Especially in previously undeveloped 
areas, the design of new projects will greatly 
influence later surrounding development.  
 
These residential design guidelines protect and 
enhance the quality of all neighborhoods. How a 
building is placed on a site has a powerful impact on 
how a project is perceived by neighbors and on how 
well it "works" for occupants. Both location and 
appearance of the site entry are critical to the public 
image of a building. Likewise, setbacks can affect 
public perception of the project, either by 
reinforcing the pattern in the surrounding 
neighborhood or by consciously breaking that 
pattern. Finally, a building's placement on a site will 
influence the degree to which climate will impact 
the building.  
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landscaping, fencing, or some combination 
thereof. Landscaping for screening purposes 
should be no less than three feet tall. 

c. A minimum of one window from each residential 
unit should be located to overlook a landscaped 
private or common open space area. 

d. The size and scale of new structures should 
relate to buildings in the immediate 
neighborhood.  
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Standard 2.2.g: Entrance is clearly legible. 

a. Face entries so they are visible from the street 
and connect to the public sidewalk, if this 
would be consistent with existing development 
pattern. These buildings may also have rear 
parking and entries. 

нΦо {L¢9 !//9{{ 

Standard 2.2.b: Surface parking should be located to the side or 
rear of the building. 

e. Site plan designs should take into account 
shading, shadow and similar impacts to onsite 
and adjacent buildings. Avoid layouts in which 
adjacent buildings obstruct one another. Design 
and orient buildings so that sunlight directly 
enters a dwelling unit during some part of the 
day year round. 

f. During the early stages of site design, consider 
incorporating the principals of CPTED, Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design, to 
ensure the most responsible site layout. 

g. Layout the site to ensure that access and 
building entrances are clearly visible.  

 
¶ Controlled entrances to gated communities 
should be located a minimum of 18 feet 
from the back of sidewalk, in order to 
accommodate a minimum of one vehicle 
entering the facility. 

b. Alley access, when available, should be utilized 
when garage parking is proposed. This 
arrangement is intended to provide maximum 
landscaping at the street edge, as well as front 
facades dominated by porches and entries 
instead of garage doors. 

c. Allow pedestrian movement to and along 
sidewalks to be clear and unobstructed. 

d. Provide connections between new projects and 
adjacent neighborhood streets and pedestrian 
and bicycle paths, whenever feasible. 
Connecting streets should be designed to 
discourage overloading traffic on existing 
streets. 

e. Pedestrian access must be provided from the 
sidewalk at the street frontage to building 
entries and parking areas. 

f. Locating a building far in front of or far behind 
the average setback lines of the four to five 
properties located on either side of the 
proposed development should be avoided.  

Standard 2.3.a and 2.3.b: Alleys provide access for rear-loaded 
garages to open up front yard areas for landscaping and street 

amenities. 

Standard 2.3.e: Pedestrian access must be provided from sidewalk at 

street frontage. 
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a. Promote access to new development by 
providing multiple points of entry and exit. 
Separate entry/exit access must be provided 
for pedestrians to promote safety and avoid 
auto/ pedestrian conflicts. Sidewalks, if 
present, should have landscaped parkways 
between the curb and sidewalk. 

b. Circulation in parking areas should be 
designed to allow for connections to existing 
parking areas on adjacent properties, if 
feasible. Internal circulation should be 
designed to allow for the convenient and 
efficient shared use of parking between 
properties. 

c. The street frontage(s) should integrate a 
thoughtful landscape that is appropriate to the 
context of the building and surrounding 
streetscape. (More landscape specifications on 
Chapter 5) 

Standard 2.4.a. Multiple entries such as pedestrian entry 
ways. c. Integration of landscape along street frontage. 

a. No more than 40% of public right of way 
frontage should be used for parking at main 
entrance of the development. 

ōΦ Below-grade or structured parking may be 
screened from the street, and is encouraged 
for new mixed use development that includes 
a large apartment building. 

ŎΦ Refer to Chapter 19.69 Parking and Loading 
Standards of Zoning Code for additional 
requirements. 

Standard 2.5.c. An 18-inch concrete strip should be provided next to 
the end parking stall. 
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Standard 2.5.c: Parking should be screened from public street frontages. 
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